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Traditions in martial arts, and levels of skill 


As a dedicated karate-ka, I am all for traditions. We are expected to respect 
tradition in the martial ways, and rightfully so. It is indeed a privilege to be 
accepted into the instruction of a traditional school. The etiguette we learn in the 
martial ways may seem odd to Westerners, but following the etiguette develops 
humility and discipline. The principles, traditions, courtesies and so forth passed 
on in a "ryu" have stood the test of time. I recommend some solid reading on 
etiguette and stages of learning in the martial ways below - 

Traditions: Essays on the Japanese Martial Arts and Ways: 

http://books.google.com/books/about/Traditions.html?id=8AUOrvJCuOAC 

Neko no Myojutsu - Mysterious Technigue of the Cat: 

http://da2el.wordpress.com/2010/05/04/story-neko-no-myojutsu-mysterious- 
technigue-of-the-cat/ 

Teaching and Shu Ha Ri: 

http://www.shinyokai.com/Essays_TeachingShuHaRi.htm 
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